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For the past two decades, there has been a transition from traditional to online 

learning. This became possible mostly with the development of the Internet, which 

made it possible to send the required number of information from one end of the world 

to another, freely discuss with other users online and post information on Internet sites, 

making it available to anyone. 

Modern information technologies make it possible to increase and improve the 

efficiency of the educational process. During the reform of education in higher 

education institutions, the concept of distance education is progressively developed, 

which provides for the development of various technologies, including blended 

learning technologies. 

According to the concept of distance education development in Ukraine, 

distance education is a form of learning equivalent to full-time, part-time and external 

studies, which is implemented mainly by distance learning technologies. 

In recent decades, the scientific and methodological foundations of distance 

learning are developing rapidly. The works of many foreign scientists are devoted to 

the problems of distance education. But despite the large number of scientific studies, 

modern distance education in Ukraine resembles traditional forms of distance learning, 

without using all the possibilities of fundamentally new forms and methods of teaching. 

There is no exact decision among scientists how to define the concept of 

«distance learning». Such  definition as «distance education» can also be found. Also, 

some foreign scholars assign a special role to telecommunications in the organization 

of distance learning and define it as «telelearning». 

Distance learning is a technology based on the principles of open learning, 

widely uses computer training programs for various purposes and creates with the help 
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of modern telecommunications information educational environment for the supply of 

educational material and communication. 

Distance learning has a number of advantages over other forms of learning. It is 

to maintain regular contact with the teacher through telecommunications technology, 

including video, and receive structured learning material in electronic form, virtually 

without leaving home. A small part of the educational process in terms of time and 

volume can be carried out in full-time form (exams, practical, laboratory work, etc.). 

High professionalism, desire for cooperation, self-affirmation and a high level 

of communication with colleagues - these are the main features of distance learning. 

Distance learning technologies consist of pedagogical and information 

technologies. Characteristic features of distance learning are flexibility (students study 

at a convenient time and place), modularity (from a set of independent courses-modules 

you can create a curriculum that meets individual or group needs), large audience 

(simultaneous access to many sources of educational information large number of 

students through telecommunication of students with each other and with teachers), 

efficiency (effective use of educational space and technical means), manufacturability 

(use of new advances in information technology), internationality (opportunity to study 

in foreign educational institutions without leaving their country and provide 

educational services to foreign citizens living abroad), quality (the quality of distance 

education is not inferior to the quality of full-time education, because in preparation of 

teaching materials is  involved the best teaching staff and the most modern educational 

and methodical materials are used). 

Distance learning provides higher education students with access to non-

traditional sources of information, increases the efficiency of independent work, 

provides completely new opportunities for creative self-expression, finding and 

consolidating various professional skills, and teachers are allowed to implement 

completely new forms and methods of conceptual and mathematical learning. 

modeling of phenomena and processes. 
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The development of distance learning will continue and improve with the 

development of Internet technologies and the improvement of distance learning 

methods. 
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